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Youthful Deviance in Mediated Contexts 

Monday June 3 at 1:30-3:00pm (Location: ANGU 354) 

Organized by Ryan Broll 

 

The internet and related technologies are nearly ubiquitous in the lives of Canadian youth. And, as several scholars 

have noted, such technologies are deeply integrated into their lives. Although adults sometimes distinguish 

between their online and offline selves, as Collier (2012, p. 2) writes, for many young people social media and 

other forms of technology are “not separate from or in addition to ‘real life’; rather, all this activity is rooted in 

and part of it.” Accordingly, mediated environments are a source of both prosocial and supportive interactions 

and a site of deviance. For example, it is estimated that about one-quarter of all young people are involved in 

cyberbullying as victims, offenders, or both; sexting is normalized within many young peer groups; and toxic 

gaming environments are rampant. This session consists of papers that examine youths’ (broadly defined) 

participation in and experiences with deviance in mediated contexts, stakeholder and institutional responses to 

youthful deviance in mediated contexts, and youths’ agency in resisting such responses.  

1. Cyberbullying: An Analysis of 'Youthful Deviance' Among Emerging and Older Adults (Andrew D. 

Nevin, University of Toronto) 

2. Media and Legal Discourses around Youth Sexting in Québec (Élisabeth Mercier, Université Laval) 

3. Authenticity in the Face of Regulation: An analysis of reactions to an online behaviour control system 

(Andrew Cooper, University of Toronto) 

4. Youth responses to the surveillance school: The bifurcation of antagonism and confidence in surveillance 

among teenaged students (Michael Adorjan, University of Calgary; Rosemary Ricciardelli, Memorial 

University) 

 

Dating in the Digital Age: Sociological Studies of Digital Sexual Spaces 

Monday June 3 at 3:30-5:00pm (Location: ANGU 354) 

Organized by Alan Santinele Martino, Emerich Daroya, and Nicole Andrejek (jointly sponsored with the Gender 

and Sexuality research cluster) 

 

In our contemporary erotic sphere, digital spaces have become central sexual arenas. We have witnessed the 

emergence and burgeoning of a variety of digital sexual spaces where sexual actors can consume pornography, 

meet romantic and sexual partners, and explore fantasies and fetishes. From Christianmingle.com to 

FeetFetishDating.com, digital spaces have opened possibilities for new sexual desires, practices, intimacies, 

subjectivities, and identities. This session aims to contribute to the empirical and theoretical sociological literature 

on dating and the erotic sphere in this digital age. We welcome submissions that aim to expand and re-imagine 

current theories to push our sociological imagination of sex and sexuality into the digital age. Submissions that 

offer potential research methods for empirically examining digital sexual spaces are also welcome. We are 

interested in papers that take critical and intersectional approaches, addressing how social locations, such as race, 

gender, sexualities, and class, within digital spaces affect the ways in which desires are structured and how ‘sexual 

actors’ navigate digital sexual spaces. We invite scholars to offer ways of understanding the mutual imbrication 

between sexual fields/spaces, sexualities, and technologies. Areas of theoretical and empirical investigation may 

https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session_clusters/internet-technology-digital-sociology/


include, for example, social groups who are excluded from digital sexual fields or marginalized within them; 

forms of stratification and inequalities within digital sexual fields; the initiation and dissolution of romantic 

relationships that are complicated within digital spaces; racism, disableism, sexism in digital spaces; hierarchies 

of desirability being negotiated in these digital sexual fields; “niche” online spaces for a variety of sexualities, 

sexual desires, and sexual practices; the regulation of these sexual spaces; sexual harassment and violence in 

digital spaces; the critical role of digital sexual spaces in enabling and constraining sexual preference structures 

based on age, race, class, body types, etc.; the emergence of desires, subjectivities, and identities within online 

sexual spaces. 

1. Swiping, Snapping and Online Stalking: Navigating Risks in the Digital Spaces of University Hookup 

Culture (Nicole Andrejek, McMaster University) 

2. Rendezvous via Skype? Theorising Virtually Mediated Long-Distance Relationships in Modern Times 

Using Skype as an Example (Charlotte Anna Nell, University of Toronto) 

3. Coming Out Online and On Campus: An Intersectional Analysis of Identity Work (Ian Callahan, 

University at Albany (SUNY)) 

4. Understanding the Impact of Information Communication Technologies and the Relational Operation of 

Power in Commercial Sexual Fields (Chris Atchison, University of British Columbia) 

 

Internet, Technology, and Society: General Topics 

Tuesday June 4 at 8:30-10:00am (Location: ANGU 237) 

Organized by Andrew Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

 

This general session offers a diverse set of presentations exploring various social implications of the Internet and 

technology, broadly defined to include computers, social networking platforms, information and communication 

technologies (ICTs), digital media, etc. As this area in sociology continues to grow, many questions remain 

unanswered regarding the effects of digital technologies on our everyday lives, including social interactions, 

cultural consumption, and inequality. The papers in this session address some of these gaps along a range of 

theoretical frameworks and methodological approaches by focusing on the following topics: experiences of social 

trust, the transformed nature of criminal victimization on the Internet, algorithmic tailoring and curation of news 

content, and the norms underlying online dating.  

1. Browsing Alone, Trusting Each Other; Internet News and Social Trust in the 2013 Canadian GSS 

(Kaspars Mikelsteins, University of Toronto; Soli Dubash, University of Toronto) 

2. The Neglected Victims of Identity Fraud in the United States: The Relationship Between Demographics 

and Suffering Personal Financial Loss (Dylan Reynolds, University of Guelph) 

3. Facebook, News, and You: A Study of Tailored Online Content (Kennedy Novak, University of Calgary; 

Pallavi Banerjee, University of Calgary) 

4. Marriage Preferences of Online Daters in Shanghai: Why Does Education Matter? (Siqi Xiao, University 

of British Columbia) 

 

Technology-Mediated Labour, Culture, and Collective Action  

Tuesday June 4 at 1:30-3:00pm (Location: ANGU 434) 

Organized by Andrew Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

 

The Internet and digital technologies have become increasingly important to our understanding of how individuals 

and groups participate in new forms of labour, culture, and collective action. The ubiquity of technologies in 



contemporary social life has led to shifts in the norms, activities, and expectations of the modern worker, as well 

has have contributed to broadening the nature of work beyond its traditional conceptualizations. With the 

boundary blurring between what counts as work versus leisure, there is a need to revisit our understanding of both 

paid and unpaid labour in digital spaces, including their links to content creation and cultural consumption. The 

presentations in this session address these topics through examinations of the relationship between social media 

and labour, the implications of memes for shaping the perceptions and legitimacy of professions, and the uses and 

abuses of technology in the workplace. Finally, the session closes with a discussion of how the Internet can be 

used to mobilize political action and facilitate varying degrees of participatory labour within online social 

movements.  

1. "Cyberslacking" in context: Exploring the predictors of different types of personal Internet use at work 

(Alex Miltsov, Nazarbayev University) 

2. Influence is the New Power: An analysis of social media use as work (Lyn Hoang, Western University) 

3. "Nurses are the heart of healthcare": A critical examination of narratives on nursing through memes (Allie 

Slemon, University of British Columbia; Paisly Michele Symenuk, University of British Columbia; Vicky 

Bungay, University of British Columbia) 

4. (Un)Creative labor on YouTube: Pop music fans' participatory culture and its commodification (Kyong 

Yoon, University of British Columbia) 

5. Soldiers of 4chan: The role of anonymous online spaces in backlash movement networks (Andrey 

Kasimov, McMaster University) 

 

Communities, Networks, and Relationships in the Internet Age 

Tuesday June 4 at 3:30-5:00pm (Location: ANGU 434) 

Organized by Andrew Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

 

Recent research has demonstrated the importance of digital technologies, including information and 

communication technologies (ICTs), for the development of communities and relationships in contemporary 

society. This session includes theoretical and empirical presentations that further our understanding of networks, 

friendships, romantic connections, and neighbourhoods within the context of the ‘Internet Age’. These papers 

examine community-building in online environments as well as how the adoption of technology within offline 

spaces fosters outcomes such as social solidarity, support, and integration.  

1. Curated Spaces and Echo Chambers: Boundary Work and Interaction in "Mom Groups" Online (Darryn 

Wellstead, University of Ottawa) 

2. Understanding Social Support On and Off Line: A Field Guide of East York, Toronto (Anabel Quan-

Haase, Western University; Molly Harper, Western University; Barry Wellman, NetLab) 

3. Integration of Middle Eastern Refugees and Migrants through Information and Communication 

Technologies (ICT) (Amira Halperin, University of British Columbia) 

4. Reading the City (Alex W. Olson, University of Toronto; Olimpia Bidian, University of Toronto; Fernando 

Calderón-Figueroa, University of Toronto; Daniel Silver, University of Toronto) 

5. Dating Across Nativity Lines? Mate Selection Among Immigrant and Native-Born Online Daters in 

Vancouver (Yue Qian, University of British Columbia; Siqi Xiao, University of British Columbia) 


