
CSA 2021 – Internet, Technology, and Digital Sociology (ITDS) Research Cluster Sessions 

 

This year at the CSA conference the ITDS cluster is affiliated with 9 regular sessions, totaling 34 presentations. 

More information, including the presentation abstracts, can be found online on the CSA conference program. 

Zoom links for each session are forthcoming.  

 

Theoretical and Methodological Considerations for Digital Sociology (90 min) 

Date: Monday May 31 at 9:00am-10:30pm MST (11:00am-12:30pm EST) 

Organizers: Andrew D. Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

Chair: Anabel Quan-Haase 

  

Scholars have recently started taking advantage of the Internet as a rich platform to investigate a wide range of 

sociological questions, creating new opportunities for both theorizing and empirical research. This session 

highlights some of the ways that we can rethink or advance sociological theory and methods in light of the Internet 

and other digital technologies. The presentations draw attention to the insights gained from developing new 

theoretical ideas about technologies, as well as how digital sociologists can address the methodological and ethical 

challenges that accompany the unique affordances of digital data. 

1. Expansion of Techno-Capital: New Space of Contestation (Abu Haque, York University) 

2. Combating Structural Inequalities and Violence Using Fuzzy Logic: An Enlightened Pathway for 

Sociology? (Kevin D. Willison, Lakehead University / University of Toronto) 

3. Beyond Digital And/Or Physical Environments: Building a Research Metaverse (Stephany Peterson, 

University of New Brunswick) 

4. Representation and Bias in Social Media Research: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches to Sampling 

(William Hollingshead, Western University; Anabel Quan-Haase, Western University; Grant Blank, 

University of Oxford) 

 

Technology from a Youthful Perspective (60 min) 

Date: Monday May 31 at 11:00am-12:00pm MST (1:00-2:00pm EST) 

Organizers: Andrew D. Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

Chair: Molly-Gloria Harper 

 

Digital technologies have become deeply ingrained within the lives of young people, shaping developmental 

stages and structuring social interactions across the life course. As such, it has become important for sociologists 

to study the many ways that technologies both support and complicate the process of growing up for today’s 

youths and emerging adults. This session examines different aspects of ‘youthful’ experiences with technologies, 

both in everyday life and within the context of education. The presentations touch on the following topics: 

navigating parental rules for online participation, how algorithms influence children’s online experiences, and the 

challenges faced by disabled post-secondary students regarding remote learning. 

1. Youth Understandings of Parental Rules Around Being Online (Tina Saleh, McGill University; Rose 

Ricciardelli, Memorial University; Michael Adorjan, University of Calgary) 

2. My Friend the Algorithm: Conversations with Young Canadians about Algorithms and AI (Kara Brisson-

Boivin, MediaSmarts; Samantha McAleese, MediaSmarts) 

3. Challenging Academic Ableism By Cripping Pandemic Learning (Danielle Lorenz, University of 

Alberta; Hannah Facknitz, University of British Columbia) 

https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/event_clusters/internet-technology-and-digital-sociology/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/technology-and-society-theoretical-and-methodological-considerations-for-digital-sociology/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/technology-and-society-technology-from-a-youthful-perspective/


Technology and Society: General Topics (60 min) 

Date: Monday May 31 at 1:00-2:00pm MST (3:00-4:00pm EST)   

Organizers: Andrew D. Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

Chair: Andrew D. Nevin 

 

As the sociological study of technology continues to grow, many questions remain unanswered regarding the 

social implications of digital and networked technologies on our everyday lives and on society more broadly. In 

this general session, a diverse set of presentations will address the challenges and promises associated with 

technological development and social life in mediated contexts. These presentations offer new directions and 

contributions to this research area, covering topics such as video games as a social learning tool, spatial 

livestreaming and our experiences of place, and digital self-tracking for health and fitness. 

1. No Need to Reinvent the Wheel: The Case for Evaluating Existing Video Games' Effects on Social Issues 

(Ley Fraser, University of Manitoba) 

2. Post-structuralism as Trickster, Digital Self-tracking and Representation (Erin Ratelle, University of 

Alberta) 

3. The Best thing on Twitch Today was a Bike Messenger: Experiencing Metropolis, Mobility and Place 

through Live-streaming (Aparajita Bhandari, Cornell University) 

 

Dating in the Digital Age: Sociological Studies of Digital Sexual Spaces (60 min) 

***Co-organized with the Gender and Sexuality research cluster 

Date: Monday May 31 at 1:00-2:00pm MST (3:00-4:00pm EST) 

Organizers: Alan Santinele Martino and Nicole Andrejek 

Chairs: Alan Santinele Martino and Nicole Andrejek 

 

In our contemporary erotic sphere, digital spaces have become central sexual arenas. We have witnessed the 

emergence and burgeoning of a variety of digital sexual spaces where sexual actors can consume pornography, 

meet romantic and sexual partners, and explore fantasies and fetishes. From Christianmingle.com to 

FeetFetishDating.com, digital spaces have opened possibilities for new sexual desires, practices, intimacies, 

subjectivities, and identities. This session aims to contribute to the empirical and theoretical sociological literature 

on dating and the erotic sphere in this digital age. We welcome submissions that aim to expand and re-imagine 

current theories to push our sociological imagination of sex and sexuality into the digital age. Submissions that 

offer potential research methods for empirically examining digital sexual spaces are also welcome. We are 

interested in papers that take critical and intersectional approaches, addressing how social locations, such as race, 

gender, sexualities, and class, with/in digital spaces affect the ways in which desires are structured and how 

‘sexual actors’ navigate digital sexual spaces. 

1. Matching on Immigration Status and Timing: Online Dating of Chinese Immigrants in Metro Vancouver 

(Manlin Cai, The University of British Columbia) 

2. Virtual Spaces, Virtual Stigma? Experiences of Internet-based Sex Work Stigma (Michelle Lesley Annett, 

Carleton University) 

3. The Experiences of Adults with Intellectual Disabilities when Navigating Digital Sexual Fields (Alan 

Santinele Martino, Carleton University) 

 

 

 

https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/technology-and-society/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/dating-in-the-digital-age-sociological-studies-of-digital-sexual-spaces/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session_clusters/gender-and-sexuality/


Technology-Mediated Work and Labour (60 min) 

Date: Monday May 31 at 3:00-4:00pm MST (5:00-6:00pm EST)  

Organizers: Andrew D. Nevin and Anabel Quan-Haase 

Chair: Andrew D. Nevin 

 

The Internet and digital technologies have become increasingly important to our understanding of how individuals 

and groups participate in new forms of work and labour. The ubiquity of technologies in contemporary social life 

has led to shifts in the norms, activities, and expectations of the modern worker, as well as have contributed to 

broadening the nature of work beyond its traditional conceptualizations. This session explores some of the new 

ways that labour is understood in the Digital Age, including the blurring of the boundary between what counts as 

work vs. leisure and trends toward precarious work in the gig economy. The presentations specifically highlight 

important considerations related to topics such as work-life balance, crowdsourcing platforms, and digital 

nomads. 

1. The temporal structure of private and public time: In-depth interviews with residents of East York, 

Toronto about their ICT use for managing social accessibility (Alice Hwang, Western University; Molly-

Gloria Harper, Western University; Anabel Quan-Haase, Western University) 

2. Personal Networks in Crowdsourcing (Julian Posada, University of Toronto) 

3. Work as Leisure: Digital Nomads and the Transformation of Work (Madison Cameron, University of 

Toronto) 

 

Understanding Fake News: Misinformation, Disinformation and Manipulation (90 min) 

Date: Tuesday June 1 at 11:00am-12:30pm MST (1:00-2:30pm EST) 

Organizer: Michael Adorjan 

Chair: Michael Adorjan 

 

In the wake of the Cambridge Analytica scandal, where information disseminated online was used to manipulate 

voters during the 2016 United States presidential election, and more recently regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, 

concern has emerged over ‘fake news’ and its impacts, both online and offline. However, some argue that beyond 

the concept of fake news, it is important to distinguish between “disinformation” which refers to information that 

is false and deliberately created to harm a person, social group, organization or country,” and “misinformation” 

which refers to “information that is false, but not created with the intention of causing harm”. Indeed, how the 

online medium serves to fundamentally manipulate users based on the interpretation of what one consumes is still 

a nascent area in sociological research. 

1. Alternative or Substituted Realities? A Multi-Disciplinary Interrogation of Misinformation, and it's role 

in a Post-Modern Liberalism (Matty Peters, Carleton University) 

2. The Troubling Implications of Scientific Fictions: disinformation, journalistic bias, and transmisogyny 

(Abigail Curlew, Carleton University) 

3. In #FlatEarth We Trust: The Self-Representation of Flat Earthers on Twitter (Lauren Gomes, Concordia 

University) 

4. Why Group Culture Matters for a Sociology of Online Misinformation (Salwa Khan, University of 

Toronto) 

 

 

 

https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/technology-and-society-technology-mediated-work-and-labour/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/understanding-fake-news-misinformation-disinformation-and-manipulation/


Sociological Insights on Cybercrime and Deviance (90 min) 

Date: Tuesday June 1 at 1:00-2:30pm MST (3:00-4:30pm EST) 

Organizers: Ryan Broll and Dylan Reynolds 

Chair: Ryan Broll 

 

From communications to social media to the Internet of Things, technology continues to occupy an ever greater 

space in our personal and social lives. As news stories and empirical accounts demonstrate, the continued 

expansion of technology represents both opportunities and challenges for Canadians. Cybercrime and deviance 

represent two broad categories of such challenges, and sociologists are among the foremost scholars investigating 

human-centric problems and solutions. This session brings together those studying diverse topics at the 

intersection of the internet, technology, and digital sociology and criminology. This includes, but is not limited 

to, cyber-psychopathy, financial and security crimes, cyberbullying and targeted online hate, and the implications 

of the COVID-19 pandemic for cybercrime. 

1. Cyber-psychopathy revisited: Validation and updated findings (Andrew D. Nevin, University of Toronto) 

2. Victims’ experiences of identity theft: Online vs. offline forms (Dylan Reynolds, University of Guelph) 

3. Illuminating the cyberbullying blind spot: Introducing CSEM, a cyber-social-ecological model of 

cyberbullying (Molly-Gloria Harper, Western University) 

4. Harmful comments online: A quantitative study of candidates in the New Brunswick provincial election 

of 2020 (Gilbert Mclaughin, Ontario Tech University) 

5. Measuring the extent of the cybercrime during COVID-19 pandemic in Turkey (Naci Akdemir, 

Gendarmerie and Coast Guard Academy) 

 

Internet, Technology, & Social Movements (90 min) 

Date: Wednesday June 2 at 9:00-10:30am MST (11:00am-12:30pm EST) 

Organizer: Andrey Kasimov 

Chair: Andrey Kasimov 

 

The internet and other information technologies have become important staples in contemporary politics and 

social movements. For over two decades, online spaces have been able to provide security and refuge for political 

actors and groups facing censorship from their governments. The research in this session focuses on how internet, 

communication and information technologies are being used by progressive social movements and individuals 

across the globe to resist and challenge their respective governments. We will consider how and why social media 

have become the preferred mode of political participation by individuals who lack political capital as well as look 

at the affective dimension of the #MeToo movement on Twitter. This session will also explore the connection 

between social media and offline communities, employing a place-based approach. 

1. From anger to solidarity: A case study on feminist groups and activists on social media during COVID-

19 in China (Jinman Zhang, Western University) 

2. Understanding Motivations in Online Activism and Changing Roles of Social Media (Yena Lee, 

McMaster University) 

3. #MeToo: The affective dimension of a hashtag movement on Twitter (Charlotte Nau, Western 

University; Jinman Zhang, Western University; Kaitlynn Mendes, University of Leicester; Anabel Quan-

Haase, Western University) 

4. Anti-Government Protests Around the World: Understanding Public Discourse on Digital Resistance 

(Narayanamoorthy Nanditha, York University; Krish Perumal, Independent) 

https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/sociological-insights-on-cybercrime-and-deviance/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/internet-technology-social-movements/


5. The Future will not be Instagrammed: Resistance, Gentrification, and the Re-Conceptualization of 

Community through Place-based Social Media (Kyle Rich, Brock University; S. Ashleigh Weeden, 

University of Guelph) 

    

Internet, Technology, & the Alt-Right (90 min) 

Date: Wednesday June 2 at 11:00am-12:30pm MST (1:00pm-2:30pm EST) 

Organizer: Andrey Kasimov 

Chair: Andrey Kasimov 

 

Despite it’s once touted democratizing potential, the internet has always provided space for the contested ideas 

of far-right ideology and movements. Recently these ideas seem to be gaining traction. This session focuses on 

the past, present, and future of the far-right’s conquest of online spaces with a pertinent focus on Canadian far-

right groups and ideologues. Presentations will consider how millennial white males came to dominate online 

discussions of politics through social media use and how seemingly apolitical topics can act as gateways into 

offline political participation and online far-right mobilization. The role of researchers in the time of post-Trump 

America will also be explored with a refreshing look at emerging digital research methods. 

1. Trump is gone, now what? The importance of future-forward research in studies of the contemporary far-

right (Melody Devries, Ryerson University) 

2. The Rise of Canadian Far-Right Figures in the English-Speaking World (Neil Wegenschimmel, McMaster 

University; Neil McLaughlin, McMaster University) 

3. Tradition and Authoritarianism as a Solution to Social Decay- An Analysis of the Canadian Far Right 

Online (Kayla Preston, University of Toronto) 

4. Where opinion matters more than facts: an explanation of the rise of the alt-right online (Angela Wilson, 

University of Alberta) 

   

ITDS Research Cluster Meeting (60 min) 

Date: Tuesday June 1 at 3:00-4:00pm MST (5:00-6:00pm EST) 

 

We would like to invite any interested delegates to attend the annual business meeting of the Internet, Technology, 

and Digital Sociology research cluster. Through this meeting we aim to facilitate networking and collaboration 

among those who share research and teaching interests related to the social implications of the Internet and digital 

technologies, broadly defined. It will provide an opportunity to connect like-minded sociologists and to set our 

agenda and directions for future CSA conferences. We will encourage members’ suggestions in terms of 

initiatives, awards, and future conference sessions. This meeting is open to anyone interested in joining our 

membership or just learning more about the cluster. Please see our website for more information as the conference 

approaches. We hope to see you there! 

https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/internet-technology-the-alt-right/
https://www.csa-scs.ca/conference/session/internet-technology-and-digital-sociology-research-cluster-meeting/
http://www.csa-scs.ca/files/webapps/csapress/itds/

