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Cosmopolitanism as a Relational/Trans-actional Approach to Politics in Diverse Societies 

Mónica J. Sánchez-Flores 

Thompson Rivers University (ne Secwepemcul’ecw) 

 

In this paper, I propose that multiculturalism is inter-actional, while cosmopolitanism is trans-

actional. The Deweyan notions of inter-action and trans-action are useful in describing the 

differences between multicultural approaches to social diversity (as existing among discrete and 

well defined groups and nations) or my cosmopolitan approach (embedded in complex 

relationships between people and their porous groupings beyond national borders who share 

meanings, languages and practices). I review why inter-actional multiculturalism is doomed to fail 

in conveying the complex issues embedded in the accompanying processes of equity, inclusion 

and social justice. A trans-actional approach to politics is essentially relational as it thinks of social 

processes as fluid and dynamic, and not in terms of defined groups that comprise certain human 

bodies. Cosmopolitanism in the sense that I propose here, relies on reflexive politics that entails 

the revisability of political meanings as based on self-referentiality, contingency and “constituent 

power” located in the present moment of time. I propose that this trans-actional conception of 

relational and reflexive politics can be the basis to insert compassion—located in the present 

moment—into a theory of cosmopolitan politics that takes into account the dynamic and fluid 

relationships between democratic politics, equity, inclusion and social justice. 

 

The Cross-fertilization between Anti-Jewish and Anti-Muslim Attitudes: Lessons for a 

Relational Understanding of Racisms 

Zoltán Lakatos 

Budapest University of Technology and Economics 

 

Students of racism would do well to heed Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann's cautioning against the 

difficulties of inquiring into attitudes the voicing of which carries risks. Public perceptions of 

racism are more likely to be triggered by racist attitudes that are costly, not by mere displays of 

racism per se. Debates on an alleged resurgence of anti-Semitism against the backdrop of increased 

Muslim migration indicate that mismeasurement of racism often stems from disregarding these 

interconnections. The findings from this study of anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim attitudes among 

Hungarian adults involving experimental design unpack layers of racism that would remain hidden 

in a questionnaire survey ignoring contextual effects. Anti-Semitic responses are significantly 

more prevalent when the question on the political response to late-19th century Jewish migration 

is placed in the context of early-21st century Muslim migration. On the other hand, anti-Muslim 

responses are less frequent (albeit still modal) when respondents a retreated with references to 

earlier Jewish migration. Multivariate analysis shows that wherever anti-Muslim responses coexist 

with non-racist attitudes toward Jews and non-whites, and acceptance of LGBT people, it is 

typically because Muslims―unlike the former groups―are perceived as similar in standing as the 

Roma, open bias against whom carries the least social cost. 

 



The dark side of relational sociology: on the concept of social disorder 

Jean-Sébastien Guy 

Dalhousie University 

 

In sociology, we heard about the dark side of democracy or the dark side of modernity. We use the 

word dark to convey something psychologically chilling or morally upsetting (say, mass murder). 

In physics however, we speak of dark matter to designate something considered as real albeit 

undetectable. When talking about the dark side of relational sociology, what I have in mind is 

closer to this second kind of darkness. My main contention is that the various social orders 

emerging out of contingent relational processes must be placed in opposition with the total absence 

of any order, that is, in contrast with conditions of social disorder. Disorder is to sociology what 

dark matter is to physics: we have to admit that it is real even though we might be at pain to uncover 

it. Disorder does not have to be normatively charged. We are not necessarily referring to cases of 

political violence or civil unrest (situations for which we have in fact a clear vision). Rather we 

can think of disorder in a more formal sense: as the absence of patterns – which is not to be 

confused with the absence of matter. Disorder is a state of matter. Relational processes turn this 

disorder into order, except that this result does not exhaust what matter can do. For this 

presentation, I discuss Niklas Luhmann’s systems theory to gather conceptual resources for 

operationalizing disorder. 

 

 

 


